
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                    March 5, 2017 
  
FIRST  SUNDAY  IN  LENT 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 85 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I would like to become perfect in the way I 
understand perfection.  You would like me to become 
harmonious with and transparent to myself.  My need for 
perfection puts me at odds with the disclosing you do which 
would bring me harmony and transparency, so I receive 
neither of them.  My striving for perfection makes me obscure 
and opaque to myself, and creates dissonance within me, so 
perfection eludes me.  I do not get what I want, and you do not 
get what you want.  Even though I see my need for perfection, 
and understand the consequences of striving for it, I find I am 
not able to defeat the need and the drive.  I would have 
thought I would be punished for being as I am, but instead I 
find I am slowly becoming able to own that this is in fact me: I 
am a person driven to be perfect as I understand perfection.  
Your acceptance of me brings me some self-acceptance, and 
therefore some harmony and transparency, and the 
dissonance within me decreases.  My need for perfection 
diminishes, and my striving for it abates.  Who is a God like 
you? 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 4:1-11 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 86 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 87 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY       1:00  Centering Prayer, at church. 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for March 12, 2017 
Genesis 12:1-4a; 3:1-7; Psalm 121; 

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17; Matthew 3:1-17. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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DEVIL 
The Greek word means “a traducer,” from the verb “to traduce,” 
from a preposition “through [the channel of an act],” + the verb 
“to throw” [this verb meaning “a deliberate hurl”]. 
 
The Hebrew equivalent of this word means “an enemy, adversary, 
opponent or deceiver.” 
 
TRADUCE [English] means “to speak badly of, tell lies about 
(someone) so as to damage their reputation; to speak maliciously 
and falsely of (someone), slander.” 
 
The noun Devil refers to whatever is inside us that deliberately 
hurls false and malicious statements about us thereby deceiving us 
as to who we are. 
 
The verb devil refers to the harassment and apprehension that 
results from this slander being hurled at us. 
 

TEMPTER 
The Greek word means “to test,” from the noun “a test.” 
 
TEST [English] “a procedure intended to establish the quality, 
performance, or reliability of something/someone.” 
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First Sunday in Lent [Matthew 4:1-11] 
 Chronologically, we are now in the Second Cycle of the Church 
Year, and in the Season of Lent which begins that cycle. The Gospel 
reading for the first Sunday in Lent is always the story of the 
temptations of Jesus. Approaching this text from within the context 
of the Church Year means that the temptation story is going to 
address the situation we come to as we live through the 
experiences highlighted in the First Cycle of the Church Year. To be 
more specific about what it means “to live through the experiences 
highlighted in the First Cycle of the church year:” we find ourselves 
in a situation where 1) we have in our awareness feelings and/or 
thoughts that do not fit with our understanding of the person we 
are, or should be, or want to be [1st Sunday of Advent]; where 2) 
we have been unable to rid ourselves of these feelings and/or 
thoughts [2nd and 3rd Sundays of Advent]; where 3) we have come 
to the place where we realize that they are part of us [4th Sunday 
of Advent]; where 4) we realize we are acceptable to God with 
these things in our awareness [Season of Christmas]; where 5) 
because of this acceptance we are able to consider what we are 
feeling and/or thinking and become familiar with the difficulties we 
have in doing so [Epiphany and the Ordinary Time following 
Epiphany]. Experientially, we leave the First Cycle of the Church 
Year realizing we need to know more about what goes on inside us 
regarding the feelings and/or thoughts that we now live with, 
especially why they are difficult for us and why we are critical of 
them. We also realize that God is going to actively unpack this 
subject for us, and we begin to look and listen for the insights and 
understandings God will bring us [Transfiguration]. 
 Becoming familiar with and including thoughts and feelings that 
do not match our understanding of who we are, should be or want 
to be will threaten our sense of self, our perception of the person 
we are. The threat is very real, and we will be tempted to back away 
from considering any unpacking which God does with and for us. 
There are three such temptations described in the text: 1) to focus 
on meeting a specific, personal, felt need, and then be absorbed in 
that endeavor [hunger for food is mentioned in the text, and for us 
it could be a hunger for anything that helps us feel normal, like 

something we might possess or do]; 2) to focus on an identity or 
sense of self which makes us be and feel important, and then put 
energy into it [Jesus being the Son of God in the text, and for us a 
job, an affiliation, a relationship, a role]; 3) to focus on feeling 
strong, in control and powerful [having and exercising power and 
influence for Jesus in the text, and for us being immersed in 
whatever brings us these feelings]. Each of these temptations is a 
different attempt to satisfy the very deep and basic human need to 
have and keep intact a strong sense of a personal self. We all need 
a sense of ourselves as individuals, and we especially hunger for a 
sense of ourselves as important and significant, together and 
strong. This hunger is so strong it will tempt us away from 
considering any insights which God is inviting us to consider and 
own, especially any which make us feel weak/vulnerable. God’s 
work is that of expanding what we consider to be our normal 
experience of ourselves, so that our sense of self becomes a more 
accurate reflection of the person we actually are. As a result of this 
expansion, what we are subconsciously and know consciously 
becomes more congruent. In God’s eyes, the task at hand is to 
become more completely integrated, rather than more significant 
and important. I believe that this journey of being made 
harmonious by expansion is by and large beyond us. All of us will fall 
into these temptations in an effort to keep our familiar sense of self 
together. 

Most of us will read this text moralistically: as strongly 
encouraging or urging us to not fall into temptation. The paradox is 
that the effort to not fall into temptation is itself an illustration of 
falling into all three temptations. This text does NOT say we should 
strive to avoid falling into these temptations. What the text is saying 
is that God will not fall into them, and therefore the work God is 
doing in us will be maintained. Remember that the account of the 
temptations is not history, but is theology. That is, the narrative is a 
statement of faith, that what God is doing in us will continue even 
though we are not able to be supportive of that work. When we look 
at God through the lens of the Second Person of the Trinity, and 
thereby focus on the work God does as Christ, we will see that God 
is constantly 1) introducing us to aspects of our life we ignore and 



exclude; 2) offering us welcome and acceptance with these being 
true of us; and 3) helping and encouraging us to explore and 
become familiar with these unwanted and unwelcome aspects of 
the person we are, including the judgments in us that are against 
them. When we fall into temptation, as we will, we will discover 
that God will use our doing so to introduce us to aspects of our life 
we have not known or considered or expected. So, ironically, our 
sense of self is expanded and becomes more congruent, not in spite 
of our falling into temptation, but through our falling into 
temptation.  As always, we are simply asked to pay attention to 
what comes to our awareness. 

[Jim Robie, 3-3-17, Cycle A., Matthew 4:1-11] 

 


